
Summer School onSummer School on
Language TypologyLanguage Typology--

Leipzig 2010Leipzig 2010

Gerrit J. DimmendaalGerrit J. Dimmendaal
Institut fInstitut füür Afrikanistikr Afrikanistik

UniversitUniversitäät zu Kt zu Köölnln



2Summer School on Language Typology

3. ACTIVE ALIGNMENT3. ACTIVE ALIGNMENT

Typology of S, A, OTypology of S, A, O

Donahue, Mark, and SDonahue, Mark, and Søøren K. Wichmann (eds.).ren K. Wichmann (eds.).
2008.2008. The Typology of Semantic Alignment.The Typology of Semantic Alignment. Oxford:Oxford:
Oxford University Press.Oxford University Press.

„…„… (active alignment) absent, or rare [in Africa](active alignment) absent, or rare [in Africa]““
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DOM in Saharan (NiloDOM in Saharan (Nilo--Saharan) languagesSaharan) languages
like Kanuri. But no case marking of corelike Kanuri. But no case marking of core
functions (S, A, O) in Beriafunctions (S, A, O) in Beria

Beria (Saharan, NiloBeria (Saharan, Nilo--Saharan): splitSaharan): split--S systemS system

Jakobi, Angelika. 2006.Jakobi, Angelika. 2006. Focus in anFocus in an
active/agentive alignment systemactive/agentive alignment system –– the casethe case
of Beria (Saharan).of Beria (Saharan). ZAS Papers inZAS Papers in
LinguisticsLinguistics 46: 12946: 129--142.142.
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Active alignment is also found in Eastern
Sudanic languages with Ergative/Marked

Nominative case.
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Turkana (Nilotic, NiloTurkana (Nilotic, Nilo--Saharan)Saharan)

Some basic properties:Some basic properties:

�� Essentially verbEssentially verb--initialinitial

�� Postverbal S, A marked for case (by way of tonalPostverbal S, A marked for case (by way of tonal
inflection):inflection): Marked NominativeMarked Nominative

�� O (regardless of its syntactic position not markedO (regardless of its syntactic position not marked
for case:for case: AbsolutiveAbsolutive
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�� Preverbal S, A (or O):Preverbal S, A (or O): AbsolutiveAbsolutive

�� CrossCross--reference marking on the verb for S,reference marking on the verb for S,
A, and OA, and O

�� Strongly head marking at the clausal levelStrongly head marking at the clausal level
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Active Alignment in AfroasiaticActive Alignment in Afroasiatic

�� Omotic:Omotic:
Amha, Azeb. 2009. Wolaitta. In Gerrit J. DimmendaalAmha, Azeb. 2009. Wolaitta. In Gerrit J. Dimmendaal

(ed.),(ed.), Coding Participant Marking: Construction Types inCoding Participant Marking: Construction Types in
Twelve African LanguagesTwelve African Languages, pp. 355, pp. 355--384. Amsterdam and384. Amsterdam and
Philadelphia: John Benjamins.Philadelphia: John Benjamins.

�� FluidFluid--S systemS system
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Wolaitta (Omotic)Wolaitta (Omotic)
�� Strongly dependent marking at the clausal level (extensiveStrongly dependent marking at the clausal level (extensive

case marking)case marking)

�� Formal (Formal (““iconiciconic””) marking of core versus peripheral case) marking of core versus peripheral case
(with the Dative)(with the Dative)

�� Nominative and Absolutive (Accusative) formally markedNominative and Absolutive (Accusative) formally marked

�� Essentially verbEssentially verb--finalfinal

�� FluidFluid--S systemS system
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Maale (Omotic, Afroasiatic)Maale (Omotic, Afroasiatic)

�� Strongly dependent marking at the clausalStrongly dependent marking at the clausal
level (extensive case marking)level (extensive case marking)

�� Nominative and Absolutive (Accusative)Nominative and Absolutive (Accusative)
formally markedformally marked

�� Essentially verbEssentially verb--final (but OVS, SVO, VSOfinal (but OVS, SVO, VSO
allowed)allowed)
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Amharic (Ethiopian Semitic)Amharic (Ethiopian Semitic)
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Some conclusions:Some conclusions:

�� Case assignment in these Afroasiatic and NiloCase assignment in these Afroasiatic and Nilo--
Saharan languages is conditioned by theSaharan languages is conditioned by the
semantic nature of core noun phrases, thesemantic nature of core noun phrases, the
semantics of the verb, as well as tense/aspect.semantics of the verb, as well as tense/aspect.
All three factors are listed by Dixon (1994: 70All three factors are listed by Dixon (1994: 70--
110) as frequently occurring features110) as frequently occurring features
conditioning the distribution ofconditioning the distribution of splitsplit--SS andand
fluidfluid--SS marking crossmarking cross--linguistically.linguistically.
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�� Communication betweenCommunication between ““descriptivistsdescriptivists”” andand ““theoreticianstheoreticians”” notnot
always easyalways easy

Evans and Levinson (2009: 430) make the following observation:Evans and Levinson (2009: 430) make the following observation:

““It will take a historian of science to unravel the causes of thiIt will take a historian of science to unravel the causes of thiss
ongoing presumption of underlying language uniformity. But aongoing presumption of underlying language uniformity. But a
major reason is simply that there is a lack of communicationmajor reason is simply that there is a lack of communication
between theorists in the cognitive sciences and those linguistsbetween theorists in the cognitive sciences and those linguists
most in the know about linguistic diversity. This is partly becamost in the know about linguistic diversity. This is partly becauseuse
of the reluctance by most descriptive and typological linguistsof the reluctance by most descriptive and typological linguists toto
look up from their fascinating particularistic worlds and engagelook up from their fascinating particularistic worlds and engage
with the larger theoretical issues in the cognitive sciences.with the larger theoretical issues in the cognitive sciences.
Outsiders have instead taken the articulate envoys from theOutsiders have instead taken the articulate envoys from the
universalizing generativist camp to represent the consensus viewuniversalizing generativist camp to represent the consensus view
within linguistics. But there are other reasons as well: the relwithin linguistics. But there are other reasons as well: the relevantevant
literature is forbiddingly opaque to outsiders, bristling withliterature is forbiddingly opaque to outsiders, bristling with
arcane phonetic symbols and esoteric terminologies.arcane phonetic symbols and esoteric terminologies.””


